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* Florida Supreme Court limits 'degrading’ shackles for juveniles TALLAHASSEE, Fla. -- The Florida Supreme Court = = —~ ’ g
« Florida Supreme Court forbids shackling of most juvenile called the blanket use of shackles, handcuffs and - ELE("AN T -
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banned the practice Thursday.
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restraints unless a judge determines on a case-by-case basis they are justified to prevent physical harm - ‘ v
to the child or other people, by a defendant's history of disruptive courtroom behavior or due to a strong TN g
belief there's a substantial flight risk.

They approved a new court rule that prohibits

"This isn't banning shackling," said Rob Mason, juvenile court director of the public defender's office in
Jacksonville. "It's just banning indiscriminate shackling.” ‘

The Florida Public Defenders Association and Florida Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers are
among several organizations that had urged the rule be adopted. [

Mason said a 2008 study by the Center for Children and Families found 22 states do not have a regular Fmd OUt more a_bom our
practice of shackling juveniles. Clanty m|t|atwes at

"In Florida it was treated like a novel idea," Mason said. "When we're talking about a child's liberty interest, ba n kOfa [TIE,'I'i ca. C(}m/SO| Utl ons
then it's better to fall on the side of due process as opposed to benevolent dictatorship."

The high court's Juvenile Courts Rules Committee proposed the rule, which will go into effect Jan. 1, in
response to recommendations in a 2006 report by the National Juvenile Defender Center. Banlmfﬂmerica@
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It observed Florida's courts typically shackled children together in a group wearing wrist and leg restraints
when brought into the courtroom. In some cases they then are chained to furniture, doors and other
structures to keep them in place.
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Justice Charles Canady dissented. He argued the rule unduly restricts judges' ability to ensure courtroom beam
security although he agreed children should not be chained to one another or restrained in other ways that Fla. pastor writes book about experience in KKK
would interfere with access to their lawyers. Panhandle patients to get free rides on
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The majority also acknowledged indiscriminate use of restraints may violate children's rights to counsel More
and due process but declined to rule on that issue.
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The Miami Herald is pleased to provide this opportunity to share information, experiences and observations about what's in Y|

the news. Some of the comments may be reprinted elsewhere in the site or in the newspaper. We encourage lively, open Richard 'Kudo' Couto:
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debate on the issues of the day, and ask that you refrain from profanity, hate speech, personal comments and remarks that p
are off point. In order to post comments, you must be a registered user of MiamiHerald.com. Your username will show along
with the comments you post. Thank you for taking the time to offer your thoughts.
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